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Background and Methods
• In the past decade there has been an increase in the
number of genetically engineered animals (GEAs) used
in science
• This increase in the use of GEAs has contributed to an
overall increase of animal use in science
• There exists a range of personal and societal values
surrounding the use of animals in science
• Little is known about people’s views on the use of
GEAs in scientific research
• To address this gap, an interview-based study was
conducted from January to December 2010 with twenty
participants, including researchers, animal care staff
and members of the public

Figure 1. Trends in animal use based on percentages of articles
in scientific publications reporting studies involving animals
(graph from Ormandy et al., 2009).

Preliminary Results
• For members of the public, and some animal care staff, genetic engineering is more acceptable for biomedical
research purposes than for food production
• Some members of the public expressed rule-based opposition to using GEAs for food production (i.e. “genetic
engineering is wrong”)
• All participants agreed that pain and distress should be minimized
• All participants agreed that limits to genetic engineering should be in place
• All participants agreed that better communication with the public is needed regarding genetic engineering and its
costs and benefits

Implications
• Our research provides a deeper understanding of people’s values regarding genetic engineering
• The results are useful as one of the components used to inform the development of animal welfare policy, and will
contribute to the achievement of socially acceptable scientific practice
Figure 2. Translation
of science into
guidelines documents,
through modulation
of scientific evidence
by expert opinion,
regulatory frameworks
and societal concerns.
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