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INTRODUCTION

THE THREE Rs ONLINE

The Canadian Council on Animal Care
(CCAC) is Canadaʼs national organization
providing peer-review based oversight of
animal use in science. The CCAC has recently established a Three Rs Program and
launched a new website dedicated to providing information about the Three Rs.
The Microsite includes four main sections:
information on each of the Three Rs; special topics; The Three Rs Search Guide to
assist investigators to find Three Rs methods and information; and a table of alternative regulatory testing methods.
Access the Three Rs Microsite from the
CCAC website: www.ccac.ca

The Three Rs Microsite places a special
emphasis on providing investigators at the
proposal-development stage with a comprehensive range of Three Rs tools to
assist them in designing humane experiments and preparing animal care protocols.

Figure 2: Replacement Alternatives homepage

The Three Rs Microsite will be continually
evolving to include new information and to
respond to feedback and requests from investigators. The CCAC is also asking scientists to contribute information to help us
further develop the Replacement Alternatives section of the Microsite.
Please email ideas and other feedback to:
ThreeRs@ccac.ca

REPLACEMENT,
REDUCTION, REFINEMENT

Figure 1: Three Rs Microsite homepage
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In Canada, continuing improvements to
the welfare of animals used in science
have occurred over the past few decades
partly because of the adoption the Three
Rs tenet (Replacement, Reduction, Refinement) to guide the ethical evaluation
of animal use. The Three Rs tenet is
grounded in the premise that animals
should be used only if an investigator's
best efforts to find a non-animal alternative have failed, and that when animals
are needed, only the most humane methods and care should be used on the smallest number of animals required to obtain
valid information.

Figure 3: Three Rs Search Guide homepage

